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nal causes by suck a number of intermediate links that
their connection is not easily established." No doubt,
perhaps, if we can get at the meaning of this cum-
brous verbiage, which seems to be a definition by
a declaration of ignorance of the thing defined.

PROF. CARL VOGT helps us to understand the
meaning of these learned utterances by saying,
scientifically, in regard to the highest manifesta-
tions of life, that " thought stands in the same rela-
tion to the brain as the bile to the liver or the urine
to the kidneys"

Such is the profound babble of those who ac-
cuse us of really knowing nothing whatever of na-
ture. How happy they must feel in this self-com-
placency! Our modern scientists, such as these, are
the grossest materialists imaginable, and although
ambitious of being esteemed men of profound
erudition, are only, by their own showing, men of
uncommon sense. They are ever talking about
"vital force," but we have the authority of PROF.
VOGT himself for affirming that this talk means
nothing but the keeping up of appearances. He
says:' "The appeal to a vital force is merely a
periphrasis for ignorance. It constitutes one of
those back doors, of which there are so many in sci-
ence." But unfortunately this " back door" is the
very one most in use when these learned authors
are pushed upon such questions as that of life,
and of other recondite matters which they assume
to solve in such marvellous definitions as they
have given. Nor can they tell us any more about
where life is than what it is. To help their wild